EXILE UNDER YUAN SHIH KAI'S REGIME

protest of the Founder of the Chinese Republic
against the rule of a tyrant. Yonder is the proud
line of lofty banking concerns and great houses
of commerce, and here the tall flagstaffs floating
banners of defiance over the consulates of the
leading nations of the world. It is a foreign
scene and might be transplanted to New York
or London, for in all this show of power it is
the foreigner, the Ocean-man, who is the central
figure; and even the monstrous rule of Yuan the
Bed does not affect the political life of the Ocean-
man as he complacently wends his way on the
Bund, under the noses of his frowning gun-boats.

This battle drama will not be a great one either
as regards the number of actors or the actual
physical effect of attempted destruction; but in
the thrill of its incentive, in the emotion of its
assembling, and in the justice of its purpose, it
has the spirit of Thermopylae and the heart-throb
of the Alamo.

Yuan had two gunboats in the waters of the
Whangpo, just below Shanghai's broad streets.
Sun's plan was to take one of these boats and then
use it to overcome the other one. No very great
physical success was expected to come from this
movement, for the gunboats, when taken by Sun's
followers, would have to make off for sea, and
probably not be able to do much in support of
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